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GROCERIES FOR NEIGHBORS IN 
NEED 

For safety – NO GLASS PLEASE 

(Collection bins are located in the 
Family Life Center, the upper level of the Education Building, the 
lower level of the Sanctuary Building outside the elevator and out-
side the Library in the church office area.)  �
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“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 
Disciples for Christ” 

January  2012 Volume XIV Issue 1 
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SPECIAL GIFTS WERE GIVEN...IN HONOR OF Ed Bost, Beth Garner and Jim & Nancy Causey, a gift was given to the 
Budget; IN HONOR OF Mr. & Mrs. L. Rodney Whisnant, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Workman and Mr. & Mrs. C. Wesley Hunter, a 
gift was given to the History Room; IN HONOR OF the Mt. Zion Staff, a gift was given to the Christmas Eve Offering; IN 
HONOR OF William P. Bailey, a gift was given to the Christmas Eve Offering; IN HONOR OF Lilyan S. Hunter & C. Eugene 
Hunter, a gift was given to the History Room; IN HONOR OF Jane W. & Richard Workman, a gift was given to the History 
Room; IN HONOR OF Andrew & Kimberly Charles, a gift was given to Missions; IN HONOR OF the F.W. Kiker Sunday 
School Class Teachers, Mary Lou Kish, Jim Causey, Richard Little, Steve Riddle, David Hodson, Phil Jackson and Pat Jen-
kins, a gift was given to the Budget...IN MEMORY OF David Bullock, a gift was given to the Budget; IN MEMORY OF Wes 
Hase, a gift was given to the Music Fund; IN MEMORY OF  Charles C. Hunter and Mr. & Mrs. Clifton E. Smith, a gift was 
given to the History Room; IN MEMORY OF Mr. & Mrs. Clifton E. Smith and Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie E. Whisnant, a gift was given 
to the History Room; IN MEMORY OF  Howard & Margaret Fidler Kimel, a gift was given to the Cemetery Fund; IN MEM-
ORY OF Jabo Payne, a gift was given to the Budget; IN MEMORY OF Pauline Donaldson, a gift was given to the Budget.�
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THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO Sandy Halsey and family on the death of her father, Franklin 
“Jabo” Payne on December 3,  to the family of Pauline Donaldson who passed away on December 8 and to John Wiese and fam-
ily on the death of his father, Robert G. Wiese, Jr., who passed away on December 17. 

Get Financially Fit in 2012!- 

Make a New Year’s Resolution to Change your Family’ s Financial Picture 
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For some reason most people like fresh starts.  And for some reason we think 
we need some kind of outside motivation to make it happen, like a date on the 
calendar, or an age that we reach.  So for some, January 1st, 2012 is the time to 
initiate something you have wanted to happen for some time.  Most often New 
Year resolutions have something to do with money (get on a budget), health 
(lose weight; get fit) or family (spend more quality time).  All of these goals are 
valuable and you could find biblical support for each by being a good steward of 
your money/body/time. However, as a Christian in a local congregation what if 
you choose to focus on your spiritual life for the new year?  If you were at Mt. 
Zion on January 1st, you had an opportunity to commit yourself to a covenant 
with Christ with the Wesley Covenant Renewal Service.  This allowed us to 
focus on confession, repentance, and acceptance of God’s grace as we begin 
this new year.  Now what?  Here are a few things I have gleaned from the blog 
of another pastor in our area who addressed this concept several years ago.  Of 
his 15 items, I have gleaned 9 that are important and valuable for each person 
at Mt. Zion to reflect on in 2012.  The important thing to distinguish between 
‘resolutions’ and ‘spiritual changes’ is that the first is attempted by sheer inner 
will.  Easily left by the wayside by the end of the month.  Spiritual changes are 
sought with an open heart and, if we let them, are empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.  When it is something we allow God to do within us, we are building a 
foundation on solid rock, not on the sand of our own self determination.  One is 
lasting the other fades like the flowers.   
 
May you seek to make some or all of these things a part of your spiritual 
changes in 2012.  Not because they will make you a better Christian-but be-
cause they glorify God first, and in doing so, touch others through you.  Here 
are 9 spiritual changes we each would do well to prayerfully consider and a 
scriptural support for it: 
 
1. Pray more. So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord…‘Not by might 
nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. (Zechariah 4:6, NIV) 
2. Invest in your spiritual gift(s). Do not neglect your gift, which was given you 
through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may 
see your progress. (I Timothy 4:14-15, NIV) 
3. Stay focused on the vision. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47, NIV) 
4. Quit comparing yourself to other Christians, other leaders, and other 
churches.  Turning his head, Peter noticed the disciple Jesus loved following 
right behind. When Peter noticed him, he asked Jesus, “Master, what’s going to 
happen to him?” Jesus said, “If I want him to live until I come again, what’s that 
to you? You — follow me.” That is how the rumor got out among the brothers 
that this disciple wouldn’t die. But that is not what Jesus said. He simply said, “If 
I want him to live until I come again, what’s that to you?” (John 21:20-23, Msg) 
5. Read more.  Timothy, please come as soon as you can…When you come, 
be sure to…bring my books… (II Timothy 4:9, 13, NLT) 
6. Prioritize your family.  A leader must be well-thought-of, committed to his 
wife,…attentive to his own children and having their respect. For if someone is 
unable to handle his own affairs, how can he take care of God’s church? (I 
Timothy 3:2-5, Msg) 
7. Make the tough decisions you know are best.  And now, compelled by the 
Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only 
know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 
facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish 
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me — the task of 
testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. (Acts 20:22-24, NIV) 

8. Confront debilitating patterns of sin.  Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us. (Hebrews 12:1, NIV). 
9. Do the hard work needed to build community.  If your brother sins against 
you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, 
you have won your brother over. (Matthew 18:15, NIV) 
 
(The above list has been adapted from: Jim White’s Blog, Pastor at Mecklenburg 
Community Church: www.churchandculture.org. Vol. 8, No. 1) 
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As a part of your regular daily prayer time pray fo r the follow-
ing local congregation of the Church universal and for a 
country each day of the week of the Sunday listed b elow. 

Jan 1  Torrence Chapel AME Zion, Cornelius    
Moldova, Europe  Pop. 3.5 mil.  Literacy 99%.  Rich land unfulfilled use.  Politi-
cal problems cause lack of industry and trade.  Product of Russia’s changing 
land boundaries.  Unemployment and alcoholism widespread.  Orthodox Church 
discourages evangelical work.  Pray for people, Christian radio and leadership 
of spiritual life. 
Jan 8  Union Bethel AME Zion Church, Cornelius Guinea-Bissau, Africa  
Pop. 1.6 mil. Literacy 39%.  Extremely poor country relies on cash crops and 
nuts.  Major point for cocaine distribution.  Recent missions have been allowed 
in.  Pray for heart, mind and soul of this country. 
Jan 15   Ardent Faith Ministries, Huntersville   
Guyana, So. America  Pop. 761K, Literacy 97%.  Formally Marxist let, now a 
secular state with religious freedom.  Great natural resources that are under 
utilized, poverty widespread.  Vital evangelical church is now growing.  Pray for 
young people and ongoing missions, medical ministry, literature and Bible trans-
lation. 
Jan 22  Asbury United Methodist, Huntersville    
Palau, Pacific   Pop. 20K, Literacy 99%.  Subsistence agriculture and fishing 
economy.  Nominal Christianity present, much syncretism.  Pray for missions.  
Also for the many Guantanamo refugees that are place here.  May they find 
freedom in Christ.   
Jan 29  Assurance United Methodist, Huntersville  
Haiti, Caribbean  Pop. 10 mill.  Literacy 52%.  Poorest state in Western Hemi-
sphere.  Overpopulation, deforestation, unemployment and natural disasters 
create vast poverty.  Pray that the radical worldwide outpouring to this country 
following the earthquake will bring a new sense of love and peace in Christ’s 
name. 
Feb 5  Catawba Presbyterian, Huntersville   
Northern Mariana, Pacific  Pop. 88K, Literacy 100%.  Tourism and garments 
fuel economy.  Catholic church eminent but animist practices prevalent.  Di-
verse Asian population.  Pray for Christian church and independence from other 
countries. 

-  ‘Operation World 7 th Edition’ 2010   - 
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2/19/12  Triumphant Quartet: 7:00 pm, Sanctuary 
����������	
����
��
�����   

Formed in 2003, the then—named Integrity Quartet, began 
their ministry together at the Louise Mandrell Theater in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee. “I truly believe that God put this together,” 
said Ms. Mandrell of the new gospel group. The founding 
members, all residents of Sevier County, Tennessee and ac-
tive members of churches in their community, brought a com-
bined 80+ years of singing experience and their own enthusi-
astic fans.  

3/4/12    Yoon-Sun Song, pianist: 2:00 pm, Sanctuar y 

Yoon-Sun Song received her bachelor of Music degree while 
in Korea and earned a Master of Music at North Carolina 
School of the Arts in Winston-Salem.  She has won prizes in 
major competitions while in Korea and also won first prize in 
the MTNA competition in 2001.  She is now completing her 
Doctor of Music and Arts degree from the University of Cincin-
nati College-Conservatory of Music. 

3/16/12  Strictly Dixie: 7:00 pm, Family Life Cente r 

“Strictly Dixie” began in 2003 in response to an inquiry from the 
“At Heart” group at St. Thomas Aquinas Church.  They 
wanted  a band for a Mardi Gras celebration.  That was the 
beginning of�rehearsals and playing for churches and chari-
ties.  Made up of nine members, the music they play is strictly 
Dixieland Jazz, most from the era of the roaring twenties. 

4/29/12  Michael Reno Harrell: 2:30 pm, Front Lawn,  (heat/
rain location Sanctuary) �������	

��
������  Back by 
popular demand. 

Michael Reno Harrell is an award winning songwriter, as well 
as a veteran storyteller and   entertainer, and he’s from the 
South… the Southern Appalachian Mountains to hone it a bit 
finer.  Michael's natural knack for storytelling, in print, song and 
spoken word has earned him praise from not only the music 
community but from the literary and storytelling worlds as well, 
having had the honor of being featured teller at the National 
Storytelling festival and to be Teller in Residence at the Inter-
national Storytelling Center, as well as performing at major 
music events like MerleFest and the Walnut Valley Festival 

5/6/12    Ballantyne Brass Quintet: 7:00 pm Sanctua ry 
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6/1/12  Lake Norman Big Band: 7 pm, Family Life Cen ter,  

Fund Raiser for Band and the Cornelius Concert Seri es 

$8.00 Admission 
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MT. ZION UMC UNAUDITED 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

1/1/11 - 12/31/11 

2011 General Fund Budget: 
$1,090,190 

December Budget Gifts: 
$126,833 

2011 Budget Gifts: $1,048,702 

THANK YOU! 

  Budget Expenses: $1,000,947 

(Expense amount does not in-
clude additional Loan payoff 

amount of $112,957) 

General Fund Cash On Hand: 
$244,643 

2011 Capital Fund Gifts Re-
ceived: $19,574 

Capital Fund Expenses  
$13,302 

Capital Fund Cash On Hand: 
$19,207 

Funds Received for Helping 
Hands (Pastor's Discretionary 

Fund) $17,202 

Please contact Margaret 
Langston if you have questions. 
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Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your commitment to Christ and His Church 
during 2011. Your  generosity made it possible for us to pay 
off the remaining loan amount of $112,957 and end 2011 with 
approximately $244,600 in the general fund. Perhaps more 
significantly, $288,539 was distributed during the year  for 
apportionments and missions. Some of those beneficiaries 
were the United Family Services, Ada Jenkins Project, the 
YMCA Starfish Academy and the YMCA O.W.L.S. (Older 
Wiser Living Stronger) adult exercise program that meets 
twice here at the church and serves, at no additional cost, sen-
iors from our church and the community at large. The new 
Repairers of the Breach ministry received over $9,700 (spent 
$7,758) that allowed it to serve 50+ families with more than 
200 children and give them a Christmas blessing of new cloth-
ing, toys food and the knowledge that others care and are will-
ing to sacrifice their time and resources to help those among 
us that are in need. What a great inaugural year for that minis-
try. The ASP (Appalachia Service Project) Magical Mountain 
Christmas Service Project  once again took Christmas to some 
of  those in need in the Appalachian Mountains. Twenty-five 
of our church members served  22 families with 53 children at 
the Guyan Valley Center in Brenton, West Virginia and 6 
families with 17 children were served in Jonesville, Virginia. 
They received  
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An additional $258,500 was used for Christian Education and 
Music programming expenses that allowed hundreds of in-
fants, children, youth and adults to be touched and learn more 
about God and their place in His world. We welcomed 53 new 
members during 2011 and joined in the celebration of Chris-
tian baptism for 23 children, youth and adults.  

Based on the 170 “Estimate of Giving Cards” received thus far 
through our Extravagant Generosity, The Heart of Giving 
Stewardship Campaign we are prayerfully looking forward to 
serving even more individuals during 2012. By combining the  
$607,000 pledged through the cards and looking at established 
patterns of giving by those who chose not to make use of a 
card, in faith, hope and trust in God, it appears that we will 
have ministry revenues sufficient to fund the expected ex-
penses throughout the year. (It isn’t too late to turn in your 
card!) Our 2012 budget total is $1,136,926. Your Finance 
Committee will continue their commitment and witness of 
personal stewardship and will meet regularly  to strive to pro-
vide financial direction, communication, financial reports and 
substantiation while building philanthropists and serving God 
through His church known as Mt. Zion.  

What a joy it is to be part of this wonderful congregation! 
Thank you for allowing me to continue to serve alongside you.  

You will be receiving your 2011 contribution statements and a 
copy of your estimate of giving cards during the next couple 
of weeks. If you have any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

                                                 Sincerely, Margaret Langston   
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