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PLEASE SEE THE FLIERS PLACED THROUGHOUT THE CAM-
PUS OR THE WEBSITE (WWW.MTZIONUMC.NET) FOR MORE 
DETAILS AND INFORMATION ON THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT OP-
PORTUNITIES. 
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“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 
Disciples for Christ” 

September  2011 Volume XIII Issue 9 
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Come dear Lord, be our guest as we 
gather together. May our hearts glow with 
love, keep us close to you ever. 

Friendship and joy, may they bloom and grow, bloom and grow forever, 
Bless our homes, bless our friends. Bless each of us forever. 

WHAT ARE THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT OPPOR-
TUNITIES?:  

~NURSERY/CHILDCARE for infants through 3 
years old will be provided from 6:15- 8:00. 

~FALL FAITH FELLOWSHIP AND FUN GROUPS 
FOR CHILDREN AGES 4 YEARS THROUGH 5 TH 
GRADE  

~LEARN TO KNIT FOR A PURPOSE   

~PARENTING STUDY GROUP – resource – SA-
CRED PARENTING by Gary Thomas.  

~RAISING FINANCIALLY FREED-UP KIDS 
GOOD SENSE CLASS   

~DISCUSSION GROUP OF THE BOOK: WHAT’S 
THE LEAST I CAN BELIEVE AND STILL BE A 
CHRISTIAN:  A GUIDE TO WHAT MATTERS 
MOST  

~MARRIAGE BUILT TO LAST!  LIVING INTEN-
TIONALLY, LOVING BIBLICALLY  - 6 week DVD 
Bible study written by Chip Ingram with Kurt & 
Brenda Warner   

~SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION OF THE BOOK: 
TWELVE ORDINARY MEN by John McArthur   

~MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS SMALL GROUP  

~MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS SMALL GROUP  

~HIGH SCHOOL COED SMALL GROUP 

~GENESIS YOUTH ARTS   
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THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO…Jim Morton and family on the death of his sister, 
Margaret Hatley, on August 7, to Reverend Phil Gibbs and family on the death of his brother, James S. Gibbs, Jr., on 
August 8, to Dale Readling and family on the death of his sister, Vickie R. Sloan, on August 12, to Lamont Donaldson and family 
on the death of his sister, Nancy Lodema Donaldson, on August 16, to Patti Goforth and family on the death of her father, Bobby 
Carter, on August 18, to Hal Schwab and family on the death of his mother, Hazel McKee, on August 19, to Kay Cooke and family 
on the death of her brother, Paul Dwyer, on August 21 and to Wendell Fox and family on the death of his father, Wade Fox, on Au-
gust 24. 
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SPECIAL GIFTS WERE GIVEN...IN HONOR OF Nancy Causey, a gift was given to the Music Fund; IN HONOR OF 
Rev. Jill and Wayne Smith, a gift was given to ASP; IN HONOR OF Nikki Fellows, a gift was given to the Budget...IN 
MEMORY OF Winnie Stevenson, a gift was given to Magical Mountain Christmas, a gift was given to the Cemetery 
Fund, a gift was given to Helping Hands and gifts were given to the Budget; IN MEMORY OF John Stevenson, a gift 
was given to the Budget; IN MEMORY OF Margaret Hatley, a gift was given to Stephen Ministry; IN MEMORY OF Fran-
ces McKinney, a gift was given to Stephen Ministry; IN MEMORY OF  Hugh Roy Smith, Sr. and Beulah Smith, a gift was 
given to the Budget in grateful appreciation of them as parents; IN MEMORY OF Jean Phelps, a gift was given to 
Stephen Ministry; a gift was given to Magical Mountain Christmas and a gift was given to the Budget; IN MEMORY OF 
James S. Gibbs, Jr., a gift was given to Stephen Ministry; IN MEMORY OF Glady Bridger, a gift was given to the 
Budget. 
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SEPTEMBER 18, Matthew 20:1-16,  “Thankful 
for the Unfair Nature of Grace”  When’s it’s ap-
plied to others, in our fallenness, we humans 
can be jealous of grace…until it’s applied to us.  On 
this day, we’ll celebrate grace!  That we are all fallen 
and in the same boat that way…but grace is there for 
us. 

SEPTEMBER 25, Matthew 21:28-32, “Doing the Fa-
ther’s Will”  Those of the Kingdom are marked by the 
doing of the Father’s will.  How do we discern His will 
and way?  What are the “qualifications” of those who 
do His will?  Could it be said that His will is sometimes 
done by the unexpected (ie. The taxcollectors and 
prostitutes, instead of the expected, the chief priests 
and elders, ie. Religious ones…). 

OCTOBER 2, Matthew 21: 33-46.  “The Pa-
tience of God”  We’ll focus on the patience 
of God, giving so many opportunities for 
folks to experience salvation.  We’ll be 
thankful for this patience for ourselves and 
our loved ones and also look at how God’s 

patience should be embodied in how we view and treat 
others.  

 

OCTOBER 9, Matthew 22:1-14.  “The Mixed Up Guest 
List”  The messianic banquet is portrayed as if a trick-
ster mixed up the guest list!  The table has the good 
and the bad together.  What does this tell us about the 
time between (the Kingdom that is and is yet to be) 
when we have to be church together?  How are we to 
feast in such a setting?�
�

B.I.B.L.E. = Basic Instructions Before Leaving Eart h    ����������	
 �	
 �
 ������
 
���

�����
 ��
 �
 �������
 �
 ������
 ��
 ��������
 ����
 �
 ���� ��
 ������
 ����������
 ��
 ������
 �����
 ��

����	
����
����
�	
�����

��
�	
����������
��
����
 ����
����
��
���
���	�
�������
�����������

���
 �������	
 ����������
 �����
  �	�
 ����
 �	�
 
 !�
 ��� �
 
���"	
 ����
 ���
 ��
 ����
 ����
 ������


#�� � ��������	
� 
����	
��
$�	����
�	
%�����
&'
���
(��
���
���
$��� �
�	
%�����
&)
��
	���

����	������	�
*���
�	
�
	�����
�������
���
	���
��� ������
	����
����
%�����
�������
�
�����
�	

���
 ����
 ����
 ��������
 ����
 �	����"	
 ��	����
 ��	
 �� 		��
 ����
 �������
 	�����������
 ���

���	�
	�����	
���
���
��
���
������
��
���
������


$G���B���9�
��$=�&���=&�
$G�%�B���9�
����=��%%�
$G�>�B���9�
����=%>���=���
$G�"�B���9�
����=�!�>"�
$G�&�B���9�
���%=��%��
$G���B���9�
���%=%!��"�
3	�����3	�����3	�����3	������ ���
$G�!�B���9�
���"=��%&�
$G�#�B���9�
���"=%���&=���

$G�$�B���9�
���&=�%�>"�
$G%��B���9�
���&=>&�&!�
$G%��B���9�
���&=&#���=%"�
$G%%�B�%�9�
���=��%"�
$G%>�B�%�9�
��%=��>=&�
6�������
���3����6�������
���3����6�������
���3����6�������
���3����� ���
$G%"�B�%�9�
��>=��"=!�
$G%&�B�%�9�
��"=#�&=���
$G%��B�%�9�
��&=�%��=���

$G%!�B�%�9�
���=���!=���
$G%#�B�%�9�
��#=��%"�
$G%$�B�%�9�
��$=����=��
$G>��B�%�9�
����=!���=�&�
��G��B�%�9�
����=���>>�
��G%�B�%�9�
���%=��%��
��G>�B�%�9�
���>=��F�����=$�
��G"�B�F�����=���%=���
��G&�B�F����%=���>=&�

<.)1H� �;4� 
�� 
��� ���������� ��	���
'��'��� �����
����������
��! 
� ��
����
���� ���� ����� ��
���� F��� ���� �	
�
��	
��� ��
� 
��� '��
� 
�
��� ���
�� ���
�����
��� �	
���� 
��� ��=��� ��
���'�
��
����=�

-�
��
� )
��� � )	�
��� )
������ ��-�
��
� )
��� � )	�
��� )
������ ��-�
��
� )
��� � )	�
��� )
������ ��-�
��
� )
��� � )	�
��� )
������ ��
5������
�� 6���
 �5������
�� 6���
 �5������
�� 6���
 �5������
�� 6���
 � �@������� 9������ ��@������� 9������ ��@������� 9������ ��@������� 9������ ��
E���� 9
���
 � � 3����
��� 5��	�� �E���� 9
���
 � � 3����
��� 5��	�� �E���� 9
���
 � � 3����
��� 5��	�� �E���� 9
���
 � � 3����
��� 5��	�� �
:��

� A
����� � �������� .��� ��:��

� A
����� � �������� .��� ��:��

� A
����� � �������� .��� ��:��

� A
����� � �������� .��� ��
���������� ��

�� �@���
���� 3�
��
���������� ��

�� �@���
���� 3�
��
���������� ��

�� �@���
���� 3�
��
���������� ��

�� �@���
���� 3�
��
�
����6
�����3��
�����6
�����3��
�����6
�����3��
�����6
�����3��
�����:����������

����
�����������
�	'��������" 
�  �&
� ��
�� 
� �
�
���
�� ���� ��	��� ����� 
�� ��
��� ���
��
���'� �����
�� 
�
�	��� ������ ����
��
��� �
� ��=���� � 9��
��
� 3��

��
:�����������	
������������
�
��
����

;4,� 9.,73�;1� :;,H3.;-� :)3� )� F,5)<� 349�
9533��:5�.)*�"%�-),<797-)1<3�*4,71F�;4,�A;4,�
:55H� 35337;13� )1*� A7173.5*� !&� 3��6;D3� )1*�
3;�5� ),5� 3<7DD� 6571F� :;,H5*� ;1� )<� .;�5��
<.)1H3�<;�)DD�<.;35�:.;�9)�5�<;�;4,�9D)3353�
:7<.� F,5)<� 51<.437)3�� )1*� )� *537,5� <;� 9,5�
)<5�� ;4,� 9D)3353� :;4D*� 1;<� .)I5� 6551� 349�
9533A4D� :7<.;4<�<.5� )6D5�)3373<)195� ;A�A,)1�
9;1),*J)D:)�3� )I)7D)6D5� :.51� 3;�5;15�
155*5*� .5D-� ;,� )3373<71F� 71� �)H71F� 4-� <.5�
9.,73�;1� H7<3�� <.535� 15:� 9.,73�;13� :7DD�
51.)195� ;4,�<,55�*4,71F�<.5�)*I51<�35)3;1��
<.5��;41<�E7;1�417<5*��5<.;*73<�:;�51�9,5�
)<5*� ;4,� A7,3<� 9.,73�;1� <,55� 71� *595�65,�
�$!%�� ;4,�F;)D�73�<;� )**�15:� -)<<5,13�5I5,��
�5),�� <.)1H3� <;� )DD� <.5� 341*)�� 39.;;D�
9D)3353� <.)<� 9;1<,764<5*� <;� <.5� 34--D753�
155*5*�<;�,5-)7,�)1*��)H5�15:�9.,73�;13���

Thank 
you for 
an-
swering 
the call 
from 
the Ada 
Jenkins 
Center 
for 
book 
bags 
for the 
children 
in need 
in their 
LEARN 

Works After School Program at the 
Center. 

 

There were 57 wonderfully filled book-
bags delivered to the Center on Au-
gust 15 for distribution to the families 
later that week. You filled bags for 26 
children attending Cornelius Elemen-
tary and 31 Davidson Elementary stu-
dents in need of their basic school 
supplies. Please add these students, 
their teachers and staff at Cornelius 
and Davidson Elementary and the 
staff of the Ada Jenkins Center to your 
prayer list. 
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As a part of your regular daily prayer time pray fo r the fol-

lowing local congregation of the Church universal a nd for a 
country each day of the week of the Sunday listed b elow. 

Sept 4  Society of Friends,  Davidson, Ghana, 
W.Africa  – Pop. 24 million, literacy 54%.  Agricultural 
w/gold & tourism.  79% of pop. earns less than $2US/
day.  Rocky political history, now fairly stable democ-
racy.  Religious freedom in all religions now chal-
lenged by aggressive Muslims. Praise for recent sta-
bility, new Christian vision for the nation, young peo-
ple supported, Bible translation. 
Sept 11   Hopewell Baptist Church, Davidson, 
Myanmar, Asia  – Pop. 50.5 million, literacy 90%, eth-

nically diverse nation blessed with forests, rich soil 
with gems & minerals.  Oil offshore, yet most live in 
poverty.  Ruled by non elected military junta, mostly a 
Buddhist nation.  Pray for brutality to end, strength for 
Christians and for the unevangelized. 
Sept 18   Beth Shalom of Lake Norman, Davidson, 
Gibraltar, Europe - Pop. 31K.  6.5 sq. miles on south 
coast of Spain.  Self sustaining economy with ship-
ping, tourism and finance.  Largely Roman Catholic 
but receptive for Gospel of grace.  Islam growing but 
also open to hearing Gospel. 
Sept 25   Bethel Presbyterian, Cornelius, Mozam-
bique, Africa - Pop. 23.4 million, literacy 46%.  Very 
poor nation, peace since 1995, underutilized land; 
massive foreign debt.  Prior Marxist hurt country eco-
nomically and spiritually trying to eliminate Christian-
ity.  Pray for country’s broken spirit, disease, depend-
ency.  Rejoice in its new religious freedom which 
came at large cost. 
Oct 2  Community in Christ Lutheran, Cornelius, 
Greece, Europe - Pop. 11.1 million, literacy 91%.  EU 
member has hurt them financially.  Now in desperate 
straights.  Economy is mainly tourism and agriculture. 
Strong Greek Orthodox church.  Pray for renewal to 
all people of faith and reliance on God rather than fi-
nancial/political systems. 

-  ‘Operation World 7 th Edition’ 2010   - 
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Every Sunday morning at 8:30, a group of 5 to 10 
men descend upon the Mt. Zion Hut.  Each with Bi-
ble in hand and passion in their hearts, they come 
together for a godly purpose...Coffee!!!  Okay, coffee 
is not the main reason for this gathering but it is an 
added bonus.  Each Sunday our group of men meet 
to dig into scripture.  Our meeting consists of an 
opening prayer, reading and discussing the scrip-
ture, an open general discussion and a closing 
prayer.  The Methodist Men’s Bible Class is a small 
group Bible study that is open to all Men that want to 
study God’s word in an effort to become the Man 
God has designed them to be.  For more information 
please feel free to contact Lee Sossamon at 
704.756.6231, sossamon@bellsouth.net or just drop 
in one Sunday at 8:30 am to check it out. 
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M.a.n.A. (Men and Nature 
Adventures)  
It is time to get back to the 
wild! Calling all men of Mt. 
Zion or anyone of the male 
gender over 18 years old. 
We are planning a back-
packing trip in Pisgah Na-
tional Forest on October 7-
9th! The cost will be $35 
(includes a dry fit shirt). 
Minimal experience is re-

quired and we will be offering a training session to any-
one interested in being prepared and learning about ba-
sic backpacking info. This training session will be free 
and open to anyone (date and time TBD). For more infor-
mation and to sign up, please contact Matt Sherrill 704-
892-7825 or email msherrill@mtzionumc.net. 
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A Stroke Doesn’t Have to Happen!  

Did you Know...  

· Stroke is the 4th leading cause of death in the US  

· 4 out of 5 people who have suffered a stroke had no  apparent warning 
signs  

80% of all strokes can be prevented  

Protect your health by finding out your risk of having a stroke by participating in 
the Life Line Screening that will be at Mount Zion United Methodist Church on 
Monday, September 26, 2011 . Through ultrasound we evaluate the carotid arter-
ies for the buildup of fatty plaque, which is the leading cause of stroke. 

Register today for the Stroke, Vascular & Heart Rhythm package. Packages 
range from only $129.00 - $159.00, which includes four screenings: carotid artery, 
abdominal aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease and atrial fibrillation.  Call 1
-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners to schedule 
your appointment. Join in the fight against vascular disease!  

Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD). Have you heard? 

· 8 to 12 million people in the US have PAD, and unfo rtunately only half 
know it  

· Only 10% of persons with PAD have classic symptoms  

Risk factors include smoking, diabetes, high blood pressure and high cho-
lesterol  

PAD screenings are normally not part of a routine physical.  Protect your health 
by finding out your risk of PAD by registering for an ankle brachial index test. �

Bible Study Registration open for 2011-
2012 

LAKE NORMAN COMMUNITY 
BIBLE STUDY is offering registration for 
its 2011-2012 class year. The class is 
offered for women and children of all 
ages. Lake Norman CBS meets at Mt. 
Zion United Methodist Church in Corne-
lius on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

Lake Norman CBS is affiliated 
with Community Bible Study, which has 
over 600 Bible studies nationally. The 
Lake Norman CBS class, which has been 
in our community for ten years, is a non-
denominational Bible study for women of 
all ages. Lake Norman CBS also has a 
thriving children’s program for infants up 
through middle schoolers. 

Lake Norman CBS classes began on 
Tuesday, September 6 from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. This year’s study will include the 
books of Deuteronomy and Hebrews. If 
you would like more information about 
Lake Norman CBS or would like to regis-
ter for this year’s class, contact Meg 
Samuels at meg.samuels@gmail.com. 
You may visit our website at http://
lakenorman.cbsclass.org or find us on 
Facebook at Lake Norman CBS.�
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Music Notes from Marcy 

 Cornelius Concert Series Fall 2011         
September 25, 2011  The Toneblazers , Front lawn; fol-
lowing 11:00 Worship Service-ToneBlazers was formed 
in 2009. They love the buzz of playing and performing 
every type of music that trips their trigger – including 
bluegrass, western swing, country, folk, rock, blues and 
their own unique originals.   They are multi-
instrumentalist and share the vocals.  Individually 
throughout their careers, they have shared the stage or 
studio with Doc Watson, Kenny Rogers, Loretta Lynn, 
George Shuffler, Marty Raybon, Alison Kraus, Mark 
O’Connor, Doug Jernigan, Wayne Henderson, Roy 
Huskey Jr., Charlie Waller, Jack Lawrence and Tony 
Rice, to name a few.  ToneBlazers are based in the roll-
ing foothills of the North Carolina Blue Ridge Mountains. 
 
October 23, 2011    Singing Men , 7 pm, Sanctu-
ary  This concert is a joint performance of the Men of 
Zion from Mt. Zion UMC and The Disciples from Central 
Steele Creek Presbyterian Church in Charlotte.  
 
December 4, 2011    Mt. Zion Praise Team Christmas , 
9:45 am, Mt. Zion Family Life Center 
 
December 10, 2011  North Mecklenburg Community 
Chorus Christmas Concert ,7 pm, Sanctuary 
 
December 18, 2011  Mt. Zion Chancel Choir,  Bell 
Choir and Orchestra Christmas Concert,  11 am and 3 
pm, Sanctuary  Come hear the many sounds of Christ-
mas from Hand Bells to Choir.  The primary work sung 
will be Magnificat by Mark Hayes. 
 
September 2011 Music Ministry Schedule  e-mail 
Marcy at mmittelstadt@mtzionumc.net with any ques-
tions or call 704-892-8566. 
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Sunday, September 11, 2011:      
Genesis Youth Dance:  3:30, Sanctuary 
Genesis Youth Hand Bells : 4:30, Sanctuary Building: 
Bell Room 
Children’s Choirs : 5:30, Cherubs  (ages 3-4) Room 
207 (new room) ,  Education Building 

Jubilate  (age 5 – first grade) Room 214,    Education 
Building 
Choristers  (grades 2 – 5) Choir Room, Sanctuary 
Monday, September 12, 2011 : Adult Hand Bells  7 pm, 
Bell Room Sanctuary Building, Must be able to read mu-
sic. Please contact Marcy if you are considering being a 
new member of this group so we can be ready with bell 
assignments for the first rehearsal. 
 
Praise Team : Every Wednesday: 7:15 pm, Family Life 
Center 
Men of Zion: Thursdays, September 1 – October 20: 
6:30 pm, Choir Room 
Chancel Choir : Every Thursday: 7 pm, Choir Room  
 
Fall Babygarten Class; Room 207 (new room) ; 10 am 
�������9��������$G�$ �$G%� ���G> ���G�� �O���G�!�
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GROCERIES FOR NEIGHBORS 
IN NEED 

 For Safety – NO GLASS 
PLEASE 

SEPTEMBER: “Complete” Meals in a Box, Pasta, Meat 
Sauce, Mac & Cheese 

OCTOBER: Thanksgiving Meal Items, Soups, Cranberry 
Sauce, Apple Cider, Hot Chocolate  

NOVEMBER: Christmas Meal Items 

DECEMBER: Green Vegetables, Dried or Canned Beans, 
Pork & Beans 

(Collection bins are located in the Family Life Center, the upper 
level of the Education Building, the lower level of the Sanctuary 
Building outside the elevator and outside the Library in the church 
office area.)   
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MT. ZION UMC UNAUDITED 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

1/1/11 - 8/31/11 

2011 General Fund Budget: 
$1,090,190 

Year to Date Projected Budget: 
$691,316 

August Budget Gifts: $76,859 

Year to Date Budget Gifts: $700,862 

THANK YOU! 

 Year to Date Budget Expenses: 
$656,505 

(Does not include additional Loan 
payoff amount of $112,957) 

General Fund Cash On Hand: 
$242,072 

YTD Capital Fund Gifts Received: 
$15,924 

Capital Fund Expenses  $13,302 

Capital Fund Cash On Hand: 
$15,557 

Funds Received for Helping Hands 
(Pastor's Discretionary Fund) 

$13,938 

Please contact Margaret Langston, 
in the church office, if you have any 

questions. 
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Mt. Zion UMC reached out to our local schools in 
Cornelius the week before school started and did 
a Teacher Appreciation.  We took muffins and 
juice and water 
to Cornelius 
Elementary, JV 
Washam Ele-
mentary, Bailey 
Middle and 
Hough High 
Schools and 
thanked our 
teachers for 
what they do 
for our children 
and commu-
nity.  We invited 
them to attend 
our worship 
services on 
August 28 for the Dedication and Prayers for 
Teachers.  We purchased muffins and juice for 
around 450 total teachers and support staff.  We 
also brought them bookmarks as a reminder that 
we are praying for them during this school 
year.  Please add our schools, teachers and stu-
dents to your prayer list. 
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